1.

What is the CEFR?

CEFR stands for Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR). The best known components of the CEFR are the global proficiency
scale and the “can do“ statements. Learners are categorised under three
levels:

CEFR LEVEL
C2
C1
B2
B1
A2
A1

The “can do” statements:

USER

Proficient user
Independent user
Basic user

2. How does the CEFR measure language proﬁciency?

The CEFR distinguishes five communicative skills, namely listening, reading,
spoken interaction, spoken production, and writing. Language proficiency is
measured in relation to the five skills on a scale beginning with A1, and
progressing through A2, B1, B2, C1 to C2. Proficiency in each skill is defined
in each stage by a series of “can do” statements.

3. Can the CEFR be used for other languages?

It could equally well be used for the teaching and learning of Bahasa Melayu,
Mandarin or Tamil or indeed in any other language.

4. Background of the CEFR

The CEFR belongs to a research paradigm concerned with the measurement
of language proficiency which started in the 1950s. It was originally devised
to improve language teaching in Europe and now is being implemented
worldwide. Many countries for example, Japan, South Korea, Vietnam,
Ecuador, Canada, Sweden, Spain and Finland have made use of the CEFR as
a basis for reforming English language education in their own countries.

5. Why the CEFR?

The CEFR is of international standard. The adoption of international
standards saves an enormous amount of unnecessary work. The CEFR
descriptors are readily available and can be used by all parties including
curriculum designers, teachers, material developers and assessors alike. The
adoption of the CEFR can lead to improvement in language education, which
if carried out with sufficient determination and rigour, can also lead to
excellence at the international level.

6. What are the uses of the CEFR?

The CEFR is a planning tool which provides a common comprehensive
framework for language teaching and learning, and for the development of
language teaching programmes, and provides the means to communicate
more easily what we mean and understand by language competencies and
proficiencies. It can also be used to compare different language education
systems, and to assess a single country’s language education system relative
to international best practice. This process is known as benchmarking.

7. What are the staged targets for each level of learners?

By year 2025 learners are to achieve the following levels of proficiency:
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